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BRIEF PEACE NOTES 



George Bernard Shaw has written a characteristic 
letter from England to the Anti-Preparedness Com- 
mittee at Washington, urging the committee not to con- 
tent itself with "denouncing conscription," which he 
regards as futile, but to urge public discussion of the 
whole question of democratic reorganization and control 
of the army; He says : 

"May I suggest that the proper business of an anti-mili- 
tarism committee is not to denounce conscription, which 
the firing of a single shot may make irresistible at any mo- 
ment, but to prepare for it by discussing and defining the 
conditions on which citizens can accept military service in 
case of need without abandoning themselves to the hopeless 
slavery of the soldier. This is the real preparedness which 
the American nation needs. The English nation did noth- 
ing but preach against conscription, and declare that free 
Englishmen would never submit to it. The result is that 
now that it has come, it comes in the form of compulsory 
soldiering of the Prussian type, with abandonment of every 
civil right ; helpless submission to cru^l and degrading pun- 
ishments without trial by jury for the smallest assertion 
of self-respect against, not discipline, but insolence and 
class domination ; compulsory innoculation with all sorts 
of poisons in which there are strong commercial interests ; 
employment in occupations which have no relation to na- 
tional defense and are either menial or merely theatrical, 
and barrack life, a thing indescribable even by its advo- 
cates. Do not shriek at conscription, but organize it. If 
you leave it to the militarists to do so, heaven help you !" 

"Many of us agree with Mr. Shaw that the army 
as at present organized is a feudal institution in a de- 
mocracy," is the comment of the committee ; "but we 
do not accept his suggestion that conscription should be 
met in the spirit of constructive resignation with which 
he masks his own dislike." 

. . . John D. Long, former Secretary of the Navy, has 
registered his opposition to any change in the policy of 
naval armament at the present time, in a letter to the 
American League to Limit Armaments. His views co- 
incide with those of William E. Chandler, also a former 
Secretary of the Navy, given in a letter to Senator 
George C. Perkins. Mr. Long favors a "reasonable in- 
crease of the navy for coast defenses and international 
police duty," but says that the United States "must not 
iet the European situation throw us into a panic." He 
points out that equipment provided for now is likely to 
be antiquated as a result of the lessons of the war, and 
argues that the whole contest is rather evidence against 
armaments than for them as a protection. He is in- 
clined to think that our smaller war force might prove 
a blessing in disguise by leading to more reasonable 
and less bloody and costly methods of settling any diffi- 
culty that might arise with a foreign nation. 

. . . The forces of peace have been active in Washing- 
ton during the past month in the campaign for con- 
structive international policies for the United States 
and against the advocates of immediate large increases 
in the military establishment. Late in January a Sun- 
day mass meeting was arranged in Poli's Theater by a 
joint committee comprising representatives of all the 
various peace organizations in the Capital, at which 
Democratic Congressmen spoke against the administra- 
tion program. Telegrams of encouragement were read 
from William Jennings Bryan, Henry Ford, and Allen 



L. Benson. Kepresentatives Callaway and Dies, of 
Texas; Gordon, of Ohio; Saunders, of Virginia, and 
Tavenner, of Illinois, were introduced by the chairman, 
Bepresentative Bailey, of Pennsylvania. The Eev. L. 
Morgan Chambers also spoke briefly. The subject of 
the discussion was "Democracy vs. Militarism — The 
Dangers of Preparedness." A large audience gave in- 
terested attention and enthusiastic arwlause to the ar- 
guments against the plea for the necessity of establish- 
ing a strong centralized military system in this country. 

. . . Pacifists have conducted an effective series of hear- 
ings before the Senate and House Committees on Mili- 
tary and Naval Affairs, at which a powerful presenta- 
tion of the case against big armaments was made by 
representatives of the churches, of labor, of the farmers, 
of the suffragists, of social workers, and by present and 
former Government officials, and by the editor of the 
leading anti-preparedness newspaper. Prof. William 
I. Hull, of Swarthmore ; President Isaac Sharpless, of 
Haverford; President Joseph Swain, of Swarthmore, 
and Miss Carolena M. Wood, of New York, voiced the 
attitude of the Society of Friends. Former Chancellor 
MacCracken, of New York University, spoke for the 
New York clergy of the Protestant churches, and Eabbi 
Stephen S. Wise made an eloquent address as a leader 
of Jewish thought. Miss Lillian D. Wald, chairman 
of the Anti-Preparedness Committee; Mrs. Florence 
ICelley, head of the Consumers' League, and Sara Bard 
Field, of California, appealed for women against the 
military ideal. 

James H. Maurer, president of the Pennsylvania Fed- 
eration of Labor; John B. Lennon, treasurer of the 
American Federation of Labor; Percy Tetlow, of the 
United Mine Workers, and Senator Montgomery, of 
West Virginia, stated the demand of the workers for a 
democratic army system and their opposition to in- 
creases in offensive armament. Frank Dornblaser, of 
Texas, organizer of the National Farmers' Union, and 
John A. McSparran, of Pennsylvania, of the legislative 
committee of the National Grange, declared that the 
millions of farmers that they represented are against 
a large standing army, universal service, or great addi- 
tions to military expenditure. 

Walter L. Fisher, former Secretary of the Interior; 
Dr. Frederic C. Howe, Commissioner of Immigration 
of New York, and Oswald G. Villard, proprietor of the 
New York Evening Post, argued that the record of ex- 
travagance in military expenditure and the indefinite- 
ness of foreign policies of the United States render con- 
servative army and navy appropriations most necessary 
to our national interest. In earlier hearings, Miss 
Jane Addams, of Chicago ; Miss Zona Gale, the novelist ; 
Miss Crystal Eastman, of New York ; Mrs. Lucia Ames 
Mead, of Boston, and Miss S. A. Breckinridge, of Chi- 
cago, represented the Women's Peace Party. 

. . . The protest of women against the tendency toward 
introduction of military training in the public schools 
of the United States was voiced in Pittsburgh, Pa., at a 
meeting early in February of the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union of Allegheny County, when the fol- 
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lowing resolutions against a plan for such training in 
the schools of that city were passed: 

"Resolved, That the Women's Christian Temperance Union 
of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, representing about 2,000 
women, many of whom are mothers, respectfully protests 
against the proposed introduction of military training into 
the public schools of Pittsburgh, and hereby directs that a 
copy of this resolution be sent to the Board of Education of 
the City, and another to the City Superintendent of Public 
Instruction." 

. . . Washington's Birthday was chosen for a peace 
mass meeting for peace advocates in the national capi- 
tal, to be held in connection with those arranged in 
cities throughout the country under the auspices of the 
Women's Peace Party. 

. . . Mme. Lucy Thoumaian, a delegate from Turkey 
to the Women's Peace Congress at The Hague and 
head of the Every Woman's Peace Movement, is giving 
a series of lectures before women's organizations in 
this country, urging women's responsibility for influ- 
ence toward peace. She has spoken in New York, in 
Washington, and in Baltimore. She expects to visit 
every large city of the country. 

. . . Motion-picture houses throughout the country ex- 
hibited pictures of peace advocates prominent in the 
campaign against great military preparation during the 
week of February 13. 

. . . School use for peace calendars is suggested by 
Dr. Nathan C. Schaeffer, Superintendent of Public In- 
struction for Pennsylvania, who writes : 

The Peace Calendar and Diary, compiled by Dr. John J. 
Mullowney, of the Pennsylvania State Department of 
Health, has been cordially received by educators as one of 
the best of its kind that has yet been published. There are 
quotations from representative men and women the world 
over against navalism and militarism. The selections rep- 
resent many of the best things that have been said in favor 
of the reign of law, order, and security. It contains a quo- 
tation against war or in favor of peace for each day in the 
year. It is a message knocking at the door of reason every 



morning. I am convinced that if a copy of the Calendar 
should be placed in each school, and the quotation written 
on the blackboard or placed on the bulletin board, where 
the pupils could learn its messages brought to them from 
the best minds in the world, it would hasten the day when 
"law, not, rear, should settle international disputes." I 
would sincerely like to see a copy of the Calendar placed in 
each school of the land. 

I am not writing this testimony to be used in the sale of 
the Calendar, but to encourage the good work of those who 
are placing them in the public schools, and to indicate how 
they can be used as an aid in promoting the cause of peace 
among the nations. 

(The Peace Calendars cost Dr. Mullowney just 50 cents 
each in San Francisco. He is willing to give them in quan- 
tity for school purposes, as indicated by Dr. Schaeffer, at 
33 J cents each. Contributions for this work may be sent 
to Arabella Carter, secretary of the Friends' Philanthropic 
Work, 1305 Arch St., Philadelphia, or direct to Dr. Mul- 
lowney, Paxtang, Pa.) 

... Preparedness is no insurance against war, declares 
Francis Neilson, a member of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, who is now lecturing in this country upon the 
problems of establishing international peace. Mr. Neil- 
son claims the right to speak from the experience of 
England and of all Europe against the idea that in 
armament there is security. "In ten years," said Mr. 
Neilson, in an address in New York, "Great Britain 
spent $5,000,000,000 for that sort of insurance, and yet 
we had not settled with the company, for if this war 
lasts until next summer we will have paid about $12,- 
500,000,000." Mr. Neilson blames armament firms in 
large measure for stirring up international hatred in 
order to boom army and navy appropriations. Answer- 
ing questions about what would happen if one nation 
disarmed, he declared his conviction that the others 
would follow. The growth of the spirit of internation- 
alism is greater now among the men in the trenches 
than ever before in the history of Europe, he asserted, 
and they are hoping for the time when the barriers of 
Europe will be broken down and it shall become an- 
other United States. 



AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 



Patriotic Peace League. 

A coalition of important peace forces is represented 
in the Patriotic Peace League, which has been 
formed during the past month in Philadelphia, with 
headquarters in the Lincoln Building. United in its 
activities are officials of the Pennsylvania Peace Soci- 
ety, the local branch of the American Peace Society, 
the Friends' Peace Associations, the Women's Peace 
Party, and the Anti-Preparedness Committee. The 
new league is planning a national campaign to offset the 
spread of the militarist spirit embodied in the pre- 
paredness propaganda. A peace display is being ex- 
hibited in the windows of the Peace Forum which has 
been opened in the building, to show the amount of 
present appropriations for armament, and what could 
be secured with efficient use. Active interest and sup- 
port has been aroused among such organizations as the 
Business Women's League, the school-teachers' and 
women's clubs, and labor unions. 



A series of public lectures has been given at the 
Forum by Congressman Martin Dies, of Texas; Prof. 
William I. Hull, of Swarthmore ; Mrs. Lucia Ames 
Mead, of Boston; the Rev. Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, stu- 
dent of the Japanese problem, and Thomas Eaeburn 
White, a Philadelphia lawyer and president of the Penn- 
sylvania section of the League to Enforce Peace. The 
discussions have been open for debate, and large attend- 
ances and eager participation have proved the wide pub- 
lic interest in sane discussion of questions of national 
armament and constructive international policy. 

The temporary organization is as follows : Mrs. Han- 
nah Clothier Hull, of Swarthmore, president; William 
Keyser, secretary; William Ritchie, corresponding sec- 
retary; Mrs. Jonathan M. Steer, temporary secretary; 
Mrs. Elizabeth P. Lewis, chairman of the publicity 
committee ; J. A. Cadwalader, chairman of the meeting 
committee; Mrs. J. Kirkbride, chairman of the window 
committee, and Austin C. Lees, chairman of the print- 
ing and posters committee. 



